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TUESDAY – 7:00 P.M.

The Board of Aldermen held a regular meeting on Tuesday, February 10, 2009.  Members
present were Mayor Gavin Brown, Aldermen Gary Caldwell, Libba Feichter, Kenneth Moore
and Leroy Roberson.  Also present were Town Manager A. Lee Galloway, Town Clerk Phyllis
McClure, Town Attorney Woodrow Griffin and Assistant Town Manager Alison Melnikova.
Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Approval of Minutes of January 27, 2009

Alderman Caldwell moved, seconded by Alderman Feichter, to approve the minutes of the
January 27, 2009 meeting as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

Presentation of Awards for Public Art Paver Project

At the meeting of January 27, the Town Board heard the report of the Public Art Commission on
the process for seeking a design for the sidewalk pavers adjacent to the new Police
Department/Development Office/Board Room across the street from the present Municipal
Building.  Students from the advanced art class at Tuscola High School were invited to submit
proposals for the design of the pavers, and the Public Art Commission selected three finalists
from submittals.  The Commission recommended the selection of the proposal of Courtney
Boessel, an 11th grade student, and the title of her proposal is “Patchwork Community”.  

Public Art Commission Chairman Michael Gillespie attended the meeting, along with members
Philan Medford, Chris Sylvester and Starr Hogan. Mr. Gillespie explained that the commission
partnered with the Tuscola High School Art Class regarding the design of the sidewalk pavers.
The recommendation of the Public Art Commission was presented to the Town Board at the
January 27 meeting and the Board approved their recommendation.

Mr. Gillespie said the Public Art Commission began as a continuation of the Streetscape
Committee.  Art on Main Street was originally set up as a seasonal collection and several art
pieces have been displayed.  The Town purchased Grace Cathey’s art piece “Bear In Mind It’s
Feeding Time”.  This art is on display in front of Town Hall.  The Streetscape project was
discontinued because some art pieces were not apropos for Waynesville.  

In 2006 the Town of Waynesville created the Public Art Commission and they embarked on a
journey, realizing the economic benefits as well as enjoyment of Waynesville’s citizens that art
brings.  The first art piece selected by the PAC was created by Stefan Bonitz from recycled



materials entitled “Old Time Music”.  This piece was installed last fall at the intersection of
Main and Miller Streets.   

Mr. Gillespie said this public art paver project has been a good partnership between the Public
Art Commission and Tuscola High School.  Tuscola High School Art Teacher Donna Rhodes
attended the meeting, along with the finalists selected.  Ms. Courtney Boessel was the winner
selected from the finalists with a paver project entitled “Patchwork Community”.  Along with
Ms. Boessel, the other finalists were Kelsey Jaynes, and a team presentation by Cory Plott and
Patrick Burke.  This will be the second public art project competition conducted by the Public
Art Commission.  The architectural firm will be incorporating the concept presented by Ms.
Boessel into the sidewalk area along South Main Street in front of the new building, and
placement of the pavers will likely take place in the spring as the construction nears completion.
Cash awards were presented to the finalists as follows: $250 to Courtney Boessel, $250 to
Kelsey Jaynes and $250 was split between Cory Plott and Patrick Burke.  An additional $500
was presented to the winner, Courtney Boessel.

The finalists were asked where they got their ideas for artwork.  Patrick Burke and Corey Plott
said they just started drawing and the ideas came to them.  All the students spent time studying
the history of Waynesville and visiting with former Mayor Henry Foy.  Kelsey Jaynes said her
artwork project was based on a triangle.  Ms. Jaynes said she would like to someday be a
teacher.  Courtney Boessel said she was inspired one day to design her patchwork design after
she looked at an art class poster.  Ms. Boessel would one day like to be a veterinarian.

Mr. Gillespie said the next art project will be for Folkmoot.  This piece of art will be placed in an
area along East Street beside the Police/Development office.

Mayor Brown said during times like this when the economy is down, it is important not to lose
sight of one issue when there is another issue.  Art is important to us and to our community and
we understand the value of what it brings to our community.  Mayor Brown and the Board of
Aldermen expressed appreciation to the Public Art Commission for the time they have spent on
public art for Waynesville and what this work has done for the community.  Alderman Feichter
expressed a heartfelt thank you to the commission for what they have done.  Alderman Feichter
said this commission has worked many hours in reviewing artwork and finding artists and they
do this because they care about art.  Alderman Feichter thanked the parents of the students for
their support and encouragement.  

Mr. Gillespie said money for public art comes from taxpayer funds, the community and grants.
Mayor Brown took time to pose for photographs with the finalists, adding that this is a fun thing
the Mayor gets to do.

Ms. Cindy Mintz, Westwood Circle Request for Additional Lighting - Hazelwood Park Area

Manager Galloway said Ms. Cindy Mintz contacted the Town asking that additional area lights
be placed in the Hazelwood Park.  Town staff checked with the Recreation Department to see if
they had experienced any particular problems at the Hazelwood Park, but they were not aware of
any.  They also checked with the Police Department and were informed that on rare occasions,



officers on patrol might find a vehicle parked in the area, but they were not aware of significant
problems at the park.  The placement of lights in the park was not recommended for a number of
reasons, but first and foremost is that with the current economic challenges the Town is facing,
staff is attempting to reduce expenses wherever possible.  We would prefer not to incur a new
expense of several hundred dollars a year for street lighting.  If there were vandalism, crime and
frequent calls and complaints about the area, it might be different, but that is not the case.

In talking with Recreation Director Rhett Langston, he indicated that if there were people
entering the park area after hours, a cable might be placed at the driveway leading from
Westwood Circle into the Park.  He also suggested that signs could be placed at the entrance
noting that the park was closed after dark or at the conclusion of ball games or activities.  If
access to the Park area needs to be restricted after dark, town staff recommended attempting the
placement of a cable at the entrance and signage as the first treatment for the area.  

Ms. Barbara Anders, spokesperson for the Westwood Circle residents, said the Community
Watch group for this area began in October 2008.  Their first meeting was presided by Police
Chief Bill Hollingsed and two or three other police officers.  They gave an overview of the
things the residents could do to help with the safety of their community.  

One area of concern is the Dutch Fisher Park, with foot and vehicular traffic after 10:00 p.m.
One option would be to close and lock the gate at the park entrance, but this would only affect
vehicular traffic.  There is privately owned property between the park and the Hickory Hollow
Apartments where there is a lot of foot traffic and neighbors say people camp.

Another option is to install additional lighting, especially in the lower end of the park where
there is no lighting.  Ms. Anders said installation of a light close to her property at 380
Westwood Circle has helped.  Over the past two years, police have been summoned to this area
and chases have taken place.  Activity has decreased this winter but this is probably due to the
extremely cold weather.  The community feels that the efforts of the Police Department, Cindy
Mintz and her brother have also helped.  Ms. Anders said a well lit area helps decrease illegal
activity and they would like to see this park be the nice little park that it once was.  She
requested that the Town install two security lights at the end of the park.

Cindy Mintz said there were thirty-nine calls to the Police Department last year for this area.  In
the park she has found alcohol bottles and drug related material.  During the summer months the
activities in this area are terrible, adding that you can drive a car through the park to Hickory
Hollow Apartments and homeless people camp in the wooded area.  She said locking the gate or
additional lighting would help considerably.  Alderman Moore said when he was Police Chief in
Hazelwood this gate was kept locked.  

There was discussion regarding how other parks in Waynesville are handled, and whether there
is signage for no trespassing after hours.  Manager Galloway said in the mid 1990's there were
complaints from residents of Vance Street about softball games being played after 10:00 p.m.
The Town adopted a policy at that time to restrict the hours and no games would be played after
10:00 p.m.  Manager Galloway said there is an eleven-acre tract that adjoins the Dutch Fisher
Park that Waynesville tried to purchase.  The property was purchased by an individual that lives



in the Atlanta area.  Manager Galloway said there is a possibility that the property owner might
agree to allow Waynesville to post her property for no trespassing along with the Town’s.

The Board asked Manager Galloway to research this issue and give them a report.  Mayor Brown
said the Board appreciates their problem and will work with the residents to try to find a
solution.  

Consideration of Swimming Pool Drains Purchase

The Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety Act, effective December 20, 2007, promotes
the safe use of pools, spas and hot tubs by imposing mandatory federal requirements for suction
entrapment avoidance.

Parks and Recreation Director Rhett Langston and Recreation Maintenance Supervisor Malcolm
Beasley met with the representative from Paddock (the company that installed the indoor pool at
the Recreation Center) to find out what is needed in order for the Town of Waynesville to be in
compliance.

The cost for the material and installation is $40,977 and Rhett Langston has the necessary
paperwork, quotes and information explaining what is needed.  The process will take four days
for the small pool and two days for the large pool.  The annual cleaning normally requires that
the pool be closed for one week in the spring, but can be done during the time the equipment is
being installed.  These corrections are necessary if the pool is to remain open.  Paddock has the
items in stock and they also have time now to make the needed corrections.

Manager Galloway said Parks and Recreation Director Rhett Langston is still gathering
information and it was recommended that this item be delayed until additional information is
received.  No action was taken.

Police/Development Office Construction Update

Manager Galloway said a construction meeting is scheduled for February 11 to discuss the
progress on the Police/Development building.  The brick work has begun and the stone mason
has continued the rock work on the East Street side of the building.  Some new furniture will
need to be purchased for the building which will be an additional expense.  Once the new
building is complete, the Board Room will be moved to the new building and ADW Architects is
in the process of developing some conceptional ideas for the current board room, which will then
be available for some other type of future use.  

Update on Electrical Substation

Manager Galloway said the easement behind Go Grocery is now complete to tie in to the new
electric substation.  He said in the later part of January Waynesville experienced a record peak at
20.231 megawatts, exceeding the 20 megawatt capacity.  The new substation should in operation
by the end of February.  



Manager’s Conference

Manager Galloway said he and Assistant Town Manager Alison Melnikova attended the
Manager’s Conference in Durham last week.  There are a lot of communities in North Carolina
that are financially hurting.  At one time Forest City was doing well, with a lot of industries and
their own electric system.  A lot of those industry jobs have now been lost and situations like this
can happen very quickly.  Waynesville has lost industry jobs in the past.  Fortunately
Waynesville has had an opportunity to gradually transfer into a different type of economy,
tourism.  The current economic situation will probably get worse and we will just have to be
careful for the remainder of the fiscal year.

Skateboard Park

Alderman Moore said a recent letter in The Mountaineer indicated that some of the disc golf area
would be lost if the skateboard park is built at the old horse ring area.  Mayor Brown said Parks
and Recreation Director Rhett Langston said this information is not correct, it would actually
make the program better.  Alderman Caldwell said the skateboard park at the horse ring area is
an opportunity for the Town to have a nice addition in this area.

Adjournment

With no further business, Alderman Moore moved, seconded by Alderman Caldwell to adjourn
the meeting at 7:57 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously.

___________________________________ ____________________________________
Phyllis R. McClure Gavin A. Brown
Town Clerk Mayor


